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28. A method of providing a file for installing desired software at a remote 
5 computer, the method comprising: 

placing the desired software in the file- 
placing instructions for installing the software in the file- 
placing instructions for automatically invoking the instructions for installing the 

software in the file; and 
10 placing the file in a location accessible to the remote computer via a computer 

network; 

whereby, when the lile i$ retrieved and opened by the remote computer, the 
instructions for installing the software arc automatically invoked to install the desired 
software, 

15 

29. The method of claim 28 further comprising: 

over the computer network, providing to the remote computer a reference to the 
location accessible to the remote computer via the compuicr network. 

20 30. A computer-readable storage medium having a computer-executable 

distribution file for distributing software to a computer and installing the software on 
the computer upon execution of the distribution file, the distribution file comprising: 
software installable at the computer; 

an installation program co-resident in the distribution file with the software, the 
25 installation program operable to install the software; and 

executable installation program starting instructions arranged within the 
distribution file to be automatically executed responsive to execution of ibe distribution 
file, the installation program starting instructions operable to start the installation 
program to install the software. 

30 

3 1 . The computer-readable storage medium of claim 30 wherein the 
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computer-executable distribution file is an executable program. 

( ■ 

32. A computer-readable software program carrier medium having carried 
thereon a computer-executable distribution file for distributing software to a computer 
5 and installing the software on the computer upon execution of the distribution file, die 
distribution file comprising: 

software installable at the computer; 

an installation program co-resident in the distribution file with the software, the 
installation program operable to install the software: and 
10 executable installation program starting instructions arranged within the 

distribution file to be automatically executed responsive to execution of the distribution 
file, the installation program starling instructions operable to start the installation 
program to install the software. 

15 33. A computer-readable storage medium having a computer-executable 

distribution file for distributing and installing software on a computer upon execution of 
the distribution file, the distribution file comprising: 
software installable at the computer; 

an installation program co-resident in the distribution file with the software, the 
20 installation program operable to install the software; and 

executable installation program starting instructions arranged within the 
distribution file to be automatically executed responsive to execution of the distribution 
file, the installation program starting ins (ructions operable to start the installation 
program to install the software, 

25 

34, A computer-readable storage medium having a distribution file for 
distributing and installing software on a computer, the distribution file comprising: 
software installable at the computer; 

an installer co-resident in the distribution file with the software, the installer 
30 operable to install the software; 

an extractor co-resident in the distribution file with the software, the extractor operable 
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to extract the software and the installer from the distribution file and automatically 
invoked upon receipt of the distribution file; and 

installer starting instructions arranged within the distribution file to be 
automatically executed upon completion of extraction of the software and the installer, 
S the installer starting instructions operable to start the installer to install the software. 

35. A computer-readable storage medium having a computer-executable 
. distribution file for distributing and installing software on a computer upon execution of 
the distribution file, the distribution file comprising: 
1 0 software i installable at the computer; 

a set of installation instructions co-resident in the distribution file with the 
software, the installation instructions operable to direct installation of the software; and 

executable installation program starting instructions arranged within the 
distribution file to be automatically executed responsive to execution of the distribution 
1 5 file. Lhe ins La Hal km program starting instructions operable to start ihe installation 
instructions to direct installation of the software. 

CLAIM 36 CANCELLED 

37, in a server computer in communication with a remote computer over a 
network, a software system for installing software on the remote computer, the system 
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comprising: 

means for accepting an indication from a user at the remote computer that 
selected software is to be installed on the remote computer; 

responsive to the means lor accepting, means for uploading a software 
5 distribution file to the remote computer, wherein the software distribution file comprises 
the selected software and an installation program for installing the selected software, 
wherein the software distribution file further comprises means for initiating the 
installation program upon activation of the software distribution file; and 

means to indicate the distribution file is to be activated to install the selected 
10 software. 



38. A computer-readable storage medium having a computer-executable 
distribution file for distributing and installing software on a computer upon execution of 
the distribution file, the distribution file comprising: 
1 5 software installable at the computet ; 

installation means co-resident in the distribution file with the software, the 
installation means operable to install the software; and 

executable installation starting means arranged within the distribution file to be 
automatically executed responsive to execution of the distribution file, the installation- 
20 starting means operable to start the installation means to install the software. 
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39. (New) A method of building a file for installing software at a remote computer, 
the method comprising: 

placing the software in the file; and 

placing, at a location within the file so as to be automatically executed responsive to 
^ execution of the file, instructions for installing the software on the remote computer. 

40. (New) The method of claim 39 further comprising: 

combining the file with a digital signature of the file into a digitally- signed file. 

41 . (New) The method of claim 39 further comprising: 
appending a digital signature of the file to the file. 
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EP5 

42. (New) The method of claim 39 wherein the instructions for installing the 
software in the file comprise instructions for installing the software in appropriate directories. 

43. (New) The method of claim 39 wherein the instructions for installing the 
software in the file comprise instructions for deleting files, 

44. (New) The method of claim 39 wherein the instructions for installing the 
software in the file comprise instructions for updating files. 

45. (New) A computer-readable medium comprising computer-executable 
instructions for performing the method of claim 39. 

46. (New) A method of building a file for dialling desired software at a remote 
computer, the method comprising; 

placing the desired software in the file; 

placing instructions for installing the software in the file; 

placing, at a Location within the file so as to be automatically executed upon execution of 
the File, instructions for automatically invoking the instructions for installing the software in the 
file. 

47. (New) A computer-readable storage medium having a computer-executable 
distribution file for distributing software to a computer and installing the software on the 
computer upon execution of the distribution file, the distribution file comprising: 

software installable al Lhe computer; and 

an installation program co-rcsident in the distribution file with the software, the 
installation program operable to install the software and arranged within the distribution file to 
automatically install the software upon execution of the distribution file. 

48. (New) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 47 wherein the 
distribution file is combined with a digital signature of the distribution file into a digitally-signed 
file. 
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49. (New) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 47 wherein a digital 
signature of the distribution file is appended to the distribution file. 

50. (New) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 47 wherein the 
installation program comprises instructions for installing the software in appropriate directories- ; 

5L (New) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 47 wherein the 
installation program comprises instructions for deleting files. 

52. (New) The computer-readable storage medium of claim 47 wherein the 
installation program comprises instructions for updating files. 

53. (New) A computer-read able storage medium having a distribution file for 
distributing and installing software on a computer, the distribution file comprising: 

software installable at the computer; 

an installer co-resident in the distribution file with the software, the installer operable to * 
install the software; 

an extractor co-resident in the distribution file with the software, the extractor operable to 
extract the software fhom the distribution file and automatically invoked upon execution of the 
distribution file; and 

installer starting instructions arranged within the distribution file to be automatically 
executed upon oompletion of extraction of the software, the installer starting instructions 
operable to start the installer to install the software. 
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54. (New) A computer-readable storage medium having a distribution file for 
distributing and installing software on a computer, the distribution file comprising: 

software installable at the computer; 

an extractor co-rcsident in the distribution file with the software, the extractor operable to 
extract the software from the distribution file and automatically invoked upon execution of the 
distribution file to extract the software from the distribution file; and 

an installer co-resident in the distribution file with the software, the installer operable to 
install the software and arranged within the distribution file to be automatically executed 
responsive to execution of the distribution file, 

55. (New) A computer-readable storage medium having a distribution file for 
distributing and installing software on a computer, the distribution file comprising: 

software installable at the computer; and 

code for extracting and installing the software installable at the computer, the code 
arranged within the distribution file to be automatically executed upon execution of the ? 
distribution file, 

56. (New) A computer-readable medium having stored thereon a flic built according 
to the method of claim 39. 



